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VIEWS (Edit/Guest Column...)
OPINION:

Digital Education System needs to evolve rather quickly
to democratize quality education

Can We Actually 'Celebrate'
Girl Child Day In India?
Looking closely into the pattern of sex ratio at birth
over the last decade, a similar narrative comes to
surface. There is only a marginal improvement recorded
in the sex ratio at birth over the last decade, as a
comparative analysis of two consecutive National
Family Health Surveys (NFHS-3, 2005-06 and NFHS-4,
2015-16) reveals. While the findings of NFHS-3 record
a sex ratio of 914, NFHS-4 registers 919 – an
improvement of just 5 points.
According to World Health Organization (WHO) a
normal gender ratio at birth is between 102 – 106 boys
per 100 girls, which is equivalent to 943 – 980 girls for
1000 boys. But, as the recent NFHS data suggests,
states such as Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Delhi falls far
short of the bench mark, thus indicating a strong social
preference for the boy child over girls.
With patriarchy, gender bias and discrimination deeply
woven in the very fabric of Indian society, girls are at a
basic disadvantage from the very minute they are
conceived. Largely girls continue to live a
disadvantageous life from having adequate nutrition to
continuing education. With several other schemes
launched by the government to address the issue, the
basic mindset of the society towards its girls has not yet
changed much.
In terms of enrolment in schools, the gross enrolment
ratio stood at 56% in 2015-16 for higher secondary
education, which is the last mile of schooling, which
means only 1 in 2 girls in the country complete school
education (Source: U-DISE 2015-16). Going forward,
not only do more girls drop out as the education
progresses, around 13.2 percent girls continue to be
illiterate, compared to 10% of boys (Census 2011). The
onus of sibling care and household chores still lie on her
unready shoulders as the family prepares her young
mind to be married off and become someone else's
property from the time she learns to comprehend the
world around her.
Now that the Right to Education Act (RTE) has
completed its seventh anniversary, and Government
initiatives such as 'Beti Padao, Beti Bachao' in place,
ideally all girl children under the age of 14 years are
supposed to be in schools. However, data suggests that
there are more than 18 Lakhs of girls under 14 who are
married, and more than one third of them (4.2 Lakhs)
have children. Further data reveals that more than 44
Lakhs of girls under 14 are working, and more than 3
Lakhs of them are married and working. These are
children who are barely into their teenage – a critical
juncture that plays a huge role in shaping their lives
(Census 2011).
“With a population of 225 million, girls account for
48% of India's children. Yet a girl in India continues to
face discrimination in almost every aspect in every
phase of life – in accessing proper nutrition and health
care during childhood, adolescence and pregnancy,
having proper education, enjoying equal right to
participate in the decision making processes within the
family space and in the external world as well. In order
to address the underlying gender inequality that holds
girls back, India has to re-strategise and undertake
focused initiatives and enhence investments for its girl
children,” said a Child rights and You official.

Nitu Channan, Made Easy School, Gurugram

T

he sustained growth of
India is vital to its wellbeing. Home to one sixth of
a l l h u m a n i t y, i t i s t h e
youngest nation with an age
profile projected to be in the
mid-twenties. This youth
bulge is an abundant resource
which needs to be educated,
skilled and harnessed to
ensure a positive spin-off in
society and reap rich
demographic dividend.
Education is the single most
critical element in achieving
this goal. It not only brings
direct benefits like knowledge, empowerment and
critical thinking skills but also
positively impacts on living
standards, quality of work
and promotes health and
hygiene. An educated society
will nurture positive
discourse within itself and
contribute to a vibrant,
effective and progressive
democratic system.
Education is a great source of
alleviating the society by
lifting thousands of people
out of poverty each year.

The rural urban divide is
starkly evident in education
where the disparity is glaring.
The rural education
landscape in India is
distinctly different from the
urban setup. While modern
schools with swanky
infrastructure designed in
western concepts focus on
modern experiential method
of learning, the rural setup is
still reeling under extreme
paucity of infrastructure, lack
of quality teachers, skewed
teacher-taught and a societal
overhang which still does not
give primacy to education.
The phenomenal growth in
the education sector has
largely benefited the urban
elite. Rural India continues
to learn by rote.
The Digital India mission
presents an opportunity to
correct this glaring imbalance and fast track rural India
to contemporary education.
As bulk of India still resides
in villages, the potential
clientele for such a venture
would be vast. This would
lead to cost effective
infrastructure, affordability
and would a significantly
increase the mean years of
schooling in Rural India.
This would significantly
raise the employment quality
of the rural workforce, and

would impact the lifestyle of
subsequent generations.
The growth of the education
sector in the recent past and
the rise of Digital India are
two simultaneous event which
must transform rural
education. Harnessing ITES
for smartening the rural
education system would lead
to much higher penetration
levels to crucial to harnessing
the demographic dividend.
Proliferation of knowledge
not only inspires application
but also results in a wider
perspective on contemporary
issues.
As long as we are still a
developing nation, the
challenges of such an exercise
will remain. There is a woeful
lack of infrastructure to
handle digital education.
Infrastructure costs would be
significant, particularly in the
initial phases. These costs
must be supported by the
government through subsidies
and enabling schemes under
the 'Digital India' umbrella.
Empowering teachers by
imparting them special skills
to handle technology requires
special focus as it is crucial to
the success of the mission.
The national skill development in concert with the
AICTE and CBSE must
evolve a robust strategy to fast

track this urgent imperative.
Overcoming regional
challenges in a diverse
country like India are unique.
The federal nature of the
country requires technology
to communicate curriculum
across regional languages.
Curriculum would have to be
designed and delivered across
regional languages while
maintaining uniformity of
context. Modern computing
methods make this easily
feasible allowing much
higher levels of penetration.
Education and a changing the
rural mindset is an inter
related phenomenon. The
deprived sections of society
must be given access to
quality education at affordable costs. This would
unleash a self-sustaining
demand and usher quality.
Affirmative action by society
at large will be required to
nurture the digital and
propagate the digital
education system so that it can
reach down to even the most
deprived margins of society.
This would not only usher
inclusive growth but also
create equitable living
standards, promote creativity
and confidence and propel a
young vibrant India far
forward on the human
development index.

One million children saved, says a new study published in the Lancet
India has avoided about 1 million (10 lakh) deaths of children
under age five since 2005, owing to the significant reductions
in mortality from pneumonia, diarrhoea, neonatal infections
and birth asphyxia/trauma, measles and tetanus, according to
study published in the latest issue of The Lancet. The 'India's
Million Death Study', implemented by the Registrar General
of India, is the first study to directly quantify changes in
cause-specific child deaths in India, nationally and subnationally from 2000-15 among randomly selected homes.
The study further illustrates that the conditions prioritized
under the National Health Mission had the greatest declines.
Pneumonia and diarrhea mortality fell by over 60% (most of
the decline due to effective treatment), mortality from birth-
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related breathing and trauma during delivery fell by 66% (most
of the decline due to more births occurring in hospital), and
measles and tetanus mortality fell by 90% (mostly due to
special immunization campaigns against each). The study
states that mortality rate (per 1000 live births) fell in neonates
from 45 in 2000 to 27 in 2015 (3.3% annual decline) and 1-59
month mortality rate fell from 45.2 in 2000 to 19.6 in 2015
(5.4% annual decline). Further, amongst 1-59 months,
pneumonia fell by 63%, diarrhoea fell by 66% and measles fell
by more than 90%. These declines were greater in girls,
indicating that India has, remarkably, equal numbers of girls
and boys dying, a significant
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